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Greetings from the Hydropower Foundation!

We champion workforce development in hydropower by building bridges between students and
our industry. Our programs are designed to engage students by connecting them to hydropower
professionals through guest speaking opportunities, facility tours, career expos, Water Power
Clubs and promoting industry scholarships, jobs, and internship opportunities.

Word from Our Water Power Clubs

The Hydropower Foundation currently supports Water Power Clubs at universities across the
country. We are excited to be working with more schools to establish new clubs throughout the
next year. Here is what our active groups have been up to in the last few months.

Cal Poly Water Power Club (San Luis Obispo, CA)

e Cal Poly's Water Power Club won 1st place in the U.S. Department of Energy's 2026
Hydropower Collegiate Competetion and 3rd place in the 2026 Marine Energy Collegiate
Competition!

e The club was accepted into DOE's 2027 Hydropower Collegiate Competition and Marine
Energy Collegiate Competition!

Wenatchee Valley College Water Power Club (Wenatchee, WA)

¢ Wenatchee Valley College's Water Power Club attended a local Clean Energy Expo, where
members learned about pumped storage systems, hydropower, and other energy
technologies.

e The club began partnering with the campus's Sustainability Committee to collaborate on



future joint projects.

e The club hosted a table at the campus Fishing Derby to help spread the word about water
power.

e The club took a field trip to Rocky Reach Dam and learned more about the facility's
contributions to the Columbia River.

University of Wisconsin-Madison Water Power Club (Madison, WI)

¢ University of Wisconsin-Madison's Water Power Club was also accepted into DOE's 2027
Hydropower Collegiate Competition and will be competing for the first time in the club's
history!

¢ The club had the opportunity to travel to Green Bay to observe the 2026 Hydropower
Collegiate Competition final presentations and meet students from participating universities.
They also had the chance to attend our Power Your Future Career Expo and network with
professionals in the hydropower industry.

¢ The club launched its own website. Check it out !

Power Your Future Career Expo

We organized a career expo for students from universities and trade schools at Northeast
Wisconsin Technical College in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on April 29.

The Power Your Future Career Expo was designed to connect students with the depth and
breadth of careers in this industry. We strategically chose the date and location of the Career
Expo to coincide with the Midwest Regional Meeting held in Green Bay. That way, select
hydropower professionals, already in town for the industry meeting, could staff the Career Expo
as job discipline representatives, as well as promote open jobs to prospective employees.

The turnout was great! More than 40 students attended the expo, where they had the chance to
network with industry organizations with open jobs and internships as well as explore the nine
career disciplines of the hydropower industry — from engineering and construction to operations
and project management.

Our Power Your Future Career Expos are built around two pathways designed to meet students
where they are on their career journey:

1. The Career Exploration path connects students with professionals across

2. The Career Ready path is built for students looking for employment — we proactively
introduce them to companies that are actively hiring. Recruiters and hiring managers
connect directly with motivated students seeking open positions and internships.
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Next up: Power Your Future at Clean Currents!

On Tuesday afternoon, September 22, during the week of Clean Currents, we are holding a
come-and-go Career Expo for Phoenix area students from universities, community colleges, and
trade schools, and we are looking for select industry professionals and companies to interact
with students during this Career Expo.

If you're an industry professional willing to share your career story as an industry volunteer, or if
your company has open roles to fill, reach out to Ashley Brooks (ashley@hydrofoundation.org) to
secure your chance to interact with the students!

Engage with Students

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities — We're actively in touch with colleges and universities to
discuss how they want to get connected with the industry during the summer and fall semester. If
the opportunities below are in your area and you're able to attend, please reach out for more
information and to get connected to the university.

As soon as possible:

¢ Grove City, PA: Mechanical Engineer needed to consult for hydropower + fluid mechanics
lecture.
e Denver, CO: Guest speaker for summer research fellowship program.

September 2026:

e Career Expo at Clean Currents.



¢ Hydropower Collegiate Competition (HCC) Team mentor.
October 2026:

e Shoreline, WA: Guest speaker for Hydropower 101 Lunch and Learn.

¢ San Diego, CA: Guest speaker for Student Leadership Lunch.

¢ Cleveland, OH: Guest speaker for Energy Fellowship Program.

e Denver, CO: (1) Guest speaker for career panel, (2) Participants needed for sustainability
networking event.

November:

e San Diego, CA (Virtual): Virtual Information Session on hydropower and marine energy.

Colleges invite guest speakers like you to help students learn about careers in hydropower and
hear about real-world projects you’ve worked on. If you’re able to volunteer your time to the

classroom, complete our . We’ll reach out to discuss how you’d like to be
involved
Connecting with students and need us to facilitate? Complete our and

we’ll reach out to see how we can support your efforts.

Keep Connected

Weekly Job Roundups

Each week, we post a on our LinkedIn
page. We aim to partner with talent acquisition teams across the sector who can share their new
job openings for us to circulate around the Hydropower Foundation network.

Video Content

We love to share "Day-in-the-Life" videos for aspiring hydropower professionals to get a glimpse
of what it's like to work in the industry. Are you interested in participating in the campaign by
showing the emerging talent what a day in your life at work looks like? Send us an email and
we'll send you all the info you need to get started!

In the meantime, check out the videos we've received from two professionals passionate about
hydro:

. , Andritz
o , Ellenson Hydro

Where will we be next?

¢ NHA California Regional Meeting in San Diego, CA. June 24-26, 2026.
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We're active on LinkedIn and Instagram! Be sure to follow us on social media via the icons at the
bottom of this email!

Support a Scholarship

Want to contribute to the future leaders of the hydropower industry by supporting a scholarship?
Below is a list of scholarships we administer.

Julie A. Keil Women in Hydro Scholarship
Midwest Hydro Users Group (MHUG) Scholarship
Mike Sale Memorial Scholarship

Past Chairs’ Legacy Scholarship

Read about each of our scholarships here.

Donate here by clicking "Other" and entering your desired amount. Let us know in the memo box
which scholarship you want to support and we will add your contributions to the respective fund!
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